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Foreword

A year can be a relatively short time in the life of a church, but it is also 365 days

of opportunities. Those opportunities may be to connect, to change or to

transform, and to grow closer to God. 2018 was a key year for St James’ church,

and there was a huge amount happening: not just in the day to day activities of

the church building, but in the people, in the mission and the ministry of the

church. New projects were birthed; ministries were expanded and developed,

and most importantly, people were saved. 

This annual report is the highlight reel: the best bits of 2018. Read and pray into

it - God is moving in our church and in our town. Let’s look forward to the next

365 days of opportunities to connect, to change and to transform.
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Rector's
Report

Mark Pickett

It is with tremendous gratitude that I

write my fifteenth Rector’s report for St

James AGM.

I am grateful for the call of God to this

place. I am grateful for the support and

generosity of you all. I am grateful for the

commitment to discipleship, growth and

mission within our fellowship. I am

grateful for the faithfulness and grace of

those who have worshipped here for a

long time and the freshness and

excitement of those at the beginning of

their journey of faith. I am grateful for

your willingness to embrace change, try

new things and take risks. Above all I am

grateful for the faithfulness of God who

is always true to His nature and His

word. Who calls us on this adventure of

faith, holds out life in fullness and

abundance, who always has more to

give us and calls us on to deeper faith.

As I look back this year, amongst all the

usual things that you will read about in

the coming pages; the people coming to 

faith, pastoral care, outreach and

mission, youth and children; highlighted

for me, and probably not noticed by you,

has been the organisational changes we

have made. I believe that these changes;

the appointment of Naomi as Operations

Manager, a change in the way we

organise and communicate our

finances, the use of Church Suite and an

overhaul of the way we communicate,

will enable us to take a step up as we

seek to fulfil our purpose of knowing

Jesus and making Jesus known.

At the end of the series on our DNA, I

challenged us all not to settle as the

Israelites did, in Harran.

So whilst we celebrate and give thanks

for all that has gone before, I want to

share with you some things for the

future. We have a five year vision plan

and this is evolving and developing as

we respond to what God is saying and

what we find before us. This includes a

plan for: 
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Staffing: Using the tremendous

opportunity in the secondary schools

and, in partnership with the Grand the

Council and other Churches, exploring

the possibility of paid and volunteer staff

to reach young people.

Leadership: We are committed to raise

up new leaders, both young and older

by providing opportunities and training

so that we can continue to reach all ages

with the Gospel.

Outreach and Mission: Developing our

digital and on line presence. Building a

new worshipping community on the

Standen Estate. Working with the Grand

and our partner churches in developing

town wide outreach on the back of Love

Clitheroe BBQ and Carols at the Castle.

Discipleship: Developing our small

group ministry, continuing to use Alpha

as a evangelistic tool and to develop a

vibrant menu of discipleship with a 5

step discipleship pathway.

Developing Culture: Building an

invitational culture and providing

opportunities for us to invite others to

events/services. Building a welcoming

culture that enables those who come for

the first time to integrate into the 

 

 

 

 

fellowship. Developing the culture of

prayer by providing a variety of

opportunities for personal and corporate

prayer.

Physical Structure: Ensuring that our

buildings are developed and fit for the

ministry God has called us to.

Setting out on a journey I expect you

may have had the experience of hearing

a little voice from the back of the car say

“aren’t we there yet?!” As you read the

above you may have had the same

internal voice.

Harran was a good place for the

Israelites to settle, but they weren’t yet at

the place God had called them. So as we

give thanks for all that God has provided

over this last year and plan and pray for

the future will you take a moment to

reflect and then to ask God a risky

question. “Lord, what’s next for me in my

journey of faith?”
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Warden's Report

There is so much to celebrate as we look back over the past year. We thank

our ever faithful God for His grace and love which He generously pours out

upon us. Our family at St James is such a blessed place to be, we are so

encouraged to see how dynamic and varied church life is and what an honour

we all have to reach out with love into our community. Once again we have

seen growth in numbers, and are blessed to welcome new faces in so many

church projects and activities; it is so good to see lives being transformed as

people connect with God in different ways.

We are blessed to have Mark as our Rector, we thank him for his whole

hearted commitment in seeking God, for his spiritual awareness in leading us

into God’s presence; we are blessed by his inspired teaching and wisdom. We

thank Mark for his sacrifice of time and giving himself to serve God and His

church. Thank you to all who have generously supported Mark & Della with

prayer and encouragement over this past year.

We thank the Lay Readers and Norman Ivison our Associate Minister, for their

teaching and wise words; we thank them for helping us grow closer to our

Heavenly Father.

Our worship teams and technical teams play such an important part in

bringing all of us from the youngest to the oldest into God’s presence. The

worship teams, led by Jonathan Berry, make St James a special place to be

each Sunday. We are grateful to all those who lead worship and so help us

glorify God.

Our children and youth are such a blessing to the church family; we have

much to learn from them spiritually. Thank you to all who minister and serve

on a Sunday morning with crèche, Kingdom Kids and GRO, leading the

children into God’s presence and helping them to grow in God’s love, your

commitment and enthusiasm is invaluable.

 

Mary Howarth and Keith Potts
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Our Youth Pastor, Jo Pellet, loves, mentors and disciples the youth of the

church, we thank her for her total commitment and dedication. The youth of

the church are growing in God. We are indebted to you.

We thank Helen Potts, Children & Family Worker. Our church children and

Rockin kids are encountering God, strong ties continue to be made with St

James Primary School and we are reaching out to a growing number of

families through Friday Superheroes.

Our sides person, with their welcoming smiles, are often the first face seen as

people arrive at church on a Sunday, then after the service a cup of tea or

coffee , as people socialise. So thank you sides persons and coffee rota team,

you are much appreciated.

We know that prayer is powerful and effective, we all need the support of

prayer from friends and have times when we appreciate specific prayer from

other Christians. A big thank you to our Prayer Chain, Prayer Ministry Team

and Sozo Team for their dedication and support, you are amazing.

We are thankful for our Leadership Team and we praise God for their

inspiration and enthusiasm. We pray that God will continue to guide them as

they seek all he wants for us as a church and that God will continue to

envision them, as they lead us in our mission of connecting, changing and

transforming. We thank them for their dedication and hard work.

Worship happens all day every day in the lives of those at St James as they

serve God with the gifts he has given them. We are so blessed by those who

give generously of their time to serve and bless the church family and

Clitheroe, with their hard work and commitment. We are so grateful for all

involved with the following; CAP, Lunch Break, Young At Heart, Rockin,

Superheroes, Youth Cell groups, House Groups, Alpha groups, Little Fishes, 



AA Groups, badminton club, Foodbank and so many more. We also realise that

there are many jobs undertaken by people that go un-noticed from flower

arranging to bell ringing, maintenance and gardening. For those who encourage

us to transform the world by praying and supporting charities at home and

abroad. We thank you all.

A special thank you to Andrew Stevens for the numerous hours spent

maintaining the church building and erecting our new storage shed.

We also thank Colin Wrighton for managing the church mini bus.

We thank Graham Haldane, our CAP Centre Manager, we are grateful for all the

lives that have been blessed and supported by you. Thank you to all who

continue to be committed in supporting CAP.

We are very grateful for the service and support of our Deputy Wardens; Colin

Wrighton, Thomas Marsh, Andrew Stevens and Roger Price. Thanks also to

people involved with administration, especially Nick Schumann, who has now

left his post as church administrator and for his continued work in editing

Network magazine. A special thank you to Paul Cowen for his many years of

service to the church as treasurer. Thank you to Colin White for reclaiming Gift

Aid, and not forgetting the wonderful job done by Angie the Verger, in serving

people who come to church for funerals and weddings. For the commitment of

the PCC members, we thank you.

We welcome Naomi Lynas, Operations Manager, she has been such a blessing

to the church and supportive of the church staff since her arrival in September.

We are sure that her organisational gifts will compliment and strengthen the

Leadership Team and PCC throughout this coming year.

We look forward to the arrival in June 2019 of our new Curate, Ian Sarginson and

his wife, Kate. We trust that you will pray for them and join us in giving them a

warm welcome when they arrive this year.

We trust that you will join with us in praying that we stay close to the heart of

father God through this coming year. To God be the glory, honour and praise.

God bless you all.
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Fabric Report
Keith Potts 

We are so blessed to have such an amazing building at St James. We can report

that the building is generally in a very good condition. Minor urgent repairs have

been actioned over this last year to keep the building watertight. The electrical

installation has been inspected and tested, urgent repairs have been completed.

Items of work listed within the Quinquennial Report are under consideration and

will be actioned in due course. The church clock is now in full working order. A

timber storage shed was erected in the rear church yard in order to free up valuable

space within the Oasis Room. The lightning protection strip has been tested,

together with the annual testing of fire extinguishers and fire alarm. A replacement

security alarm panel has been fitted in the entrance to the Oasis Room. A big thank

you to those who have helped keep the premises in good order over the past 12

months.
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Children and Families
Helen Potts

Last year I wrote,

‘Once again I feel very humbled and blessed by the encouragement and support of

St James’ Church, in all its various guises. Whether by joining a team, offering

encouraging words, offering prayer support or giving a hug, the church has been

amazing in the way they support me in my role. I continue to be totally blessed to

have the role of Children’s and Families Worker. I am always thankful and amazed

that God can use even me!’

Another year on, and that is exactly how I feel...so blessed to have an amazing God

who’s presence is so real each day, and so blessed by the Church family he has put

me in that supports me so much and so supports children and families. My prayer is

that I will always seek God’s presence and hear God’s heart for these children and

families and that I will be faithful in ‘dancing the dance that God has given me’.
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Rockin'
Tuesday night  is a special night because it’s

Rockin night!

 Rockin continues to be a wonderful and

special place to be. I know it is important to

God and central to my role. I said last year, how

I always feel that I am holding a very precious

gift in my hands when I plan anything for

Rockin, this feeling continues this year. God

gave me a picture of a rocky island out at sea, a

place of safety, a refuge; this is what Rockin is

to so many of our children.

 We say Rockin is about, ‘having fun as we find

out more about Jesus’ and this applies

whether we have an established faith and are

used to worshipping or whether prayer and

praise is a new experience. When I think about

the wonderful children at Rockin this year, I

think of characters who have only been with us

a short while, who are still unsure what praise

and prayer is all about, but they are seeing

these being modelled by other children and so

we  hope and pray that seeds will be planted in

their lives. Then we see other children starting

to grow in faith, to pray out loud for others, to

share testimonies of how God has helped them

in difficult times.  We love having children from

our church families who have amazing faith

and teach us so much; they bless their Rockin

friends with their prayers  and are wonderful

models of Jesus to their friends. The hope is

that whoever we are at Rockin, child or adult,

wherever we are on our faith journey, that by

being at Rockin we will get better connected 

with our loving God. That our times of praise,

worship, prayer and listening to God will

deepen that connection. 

As always we had our Rockin talent show,

which once again proved what we already

knew, that our Rockin kids are amazing! They

danced, sang, told jokes, did gymnastics,

baked cakes and showed what a great job God

did in making each one of them!

The Rockin  summer programme once again

provided chances to keep contact with the

children and their families through the

summer. The church minibus allowed us to go

to Harwes Farm run by Gill and Andy Taylor

where we had a picnic in the barn, made

friends with the sheep, enjoyed a treasure hunt

and just had fun exploring the woods and

swinging in a hammock. Once again we had a

great time at Waddow; grass sledging, caving

in a container and exploring the Waddow

burrow ! Another week we discovered an ice

skating rink at Barrow..who’d have thought it!

Brilliant fun was had by all and we will be

going back.

 All of this couldn’t happen without the

amazing team of Rockin helpers. Thank you so

much to  Nic, Harrison, Callum, Andrew, Fiona,

Paul, Cliff, Ali, Tina, Pat and David who have all

given up their time at some point this year to

be Jesus in different ways, to the Rockin kids

and their families. Not forgetting Thomas who

always moves the chairs for us! 
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Kingdom
Kids and
Tiddlers
Kingdom Kids is the age appropriate teaching

for school age children, during the 10.30

service on a Sunday. The vision and challenge

for Kingdom Kids is so much more than a time

of teaching, but rather to be a time when we

grow closer and get better connected to our

mighty God and a time when we experience

his love first hand and allow him to change our

hearts; a space to speak to God and to listen to

God. It is hoped that our children can be ‘God

connected and not just God smart’. (Rachel

Turner, Parenting For Faith) Then we hope that

our Kingdom Kids can go and transform their

classes, friendship groups and town,

empowered by their amazing helper the Holy

Spirit.

 How do we do this? Well we start together in

the Oasis room, where we have opportunities

to connect with God in creative prayer,

through Bible verses and by listening to God.

We now have a lovely snug prayer corner that

is perfect for having quiet times with God. Then

we split into our age groups. Each group

leader develops the theme in their own unique

way, with creativity and dedication. Carefully

choosing activities that help the children learn

in age appropriate ways.  In different groups

from week to week you will find games, craft,  

, DVDs, stories, drama, children reading the

Bible, treasure hunts, food and many more

wonderful activities.

Kingdom Tiddlers go straight to their group,

which we hope is a place where the under 5’s

can connect with Father God. The teaching

theme is developed with appropriate toys, play

doh mats, prayer times, praise times, bubbles,

stories, craft, food and colouring. All this

enabled by a wonderful team of Tiddler

leaders, who are so gifted in the conversations

they have we these wonderful children.

We use the same teaching theme as the adults

and GRO. Hopefully this gives families the

chance to talk about faith and have God

conversations in the time after church. The

family is the main place that children’s faith will

grow and so it is good for us in Kingdom Kids

to support families as they do faith together.

This year has seen Kingdom Kids, Tiddlers and

GRO continue to pray for Clitheroe and their

friends, by going out on prayer walks. The

castle has been our favourite spot to

pray...blowing bubbles from

the top as we pray for the spirit to fall on

Clitheroe, firing prayers from a plastic cannon

was also great fun.

Once a month Kingdom Kids get to take part in

Stompin. A lively session of worship, fun,

games(thank you Andrew Stevens) and truths

with a video clip and refreshments!

Mr Harry Bow, the owner of a sweet factory and

good friend of Tim Lynas, who happens to love

Jesus and helped at Stompin has now retired

to spend more time doing an amazing job

leading sports ministry at St James’. However, 
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 we are really blessed to have Bernie and Jean

French joining the Stompin team. It’s great to

have live worship now, led by Bernie and we

are really excited to have Glog join the team

too!!

Children move up to GRO after Easter. We have

a special session where the other GRO young

people and Kingdom Kids pray for them as

they go through a prayer tunnel and we

present them with a small present and a

special word for them from God. 

 An enormous thank you to every Kingdom

Kids and Kingdom Tiddlers leader, you are

amazing! Thank you for preparing wonderful

activities for your age group to connect with

God and for ministering to these wonderful

children. Thank you for your dedication and

ministry. You are appreciated and a blessing.
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Friday
Superheroes
Our Friday Superheroes families often

comment on how welcomed they feel at St.

James’ church. They look upon St James’ as

their church. This is a place they belong. This is

at the heart of what goes on at Friday

Superheroes, making families of all

descriptions feel welcomed and to bless them.

Then from this point we can present

opportunities to explore who God is with these

families. More and more we see a pattern of

children bringing their parents, rather than the

other way around! 

Friday Superheroes is an opportunity to share

God’s love with families. It is a chance for all

families to explore faith and God’s truths

together. It is an opportunity to be invitational

and invite along friends, neighbours or family

who wouldn’t do Sunday church, it is a chance

to introduce them to God, to have

conversations about God.

 Over the last year we have explored  the

theme, ‘Who is Jesus?’ using stories of

miracles and parables. We looked at, ‘Who

does Jesus say he is?’ and finally ‘Who does he

say we are?

It has been wonderful to welcome Bernie and

Jean onto the Superheroes team, they lead a

short time of worship and Bernie shares a truth

illustrating it with a wonderful gospel  illusion!

During these nights I love to just look around

and see what God is doing. I love it when an

opportunity arises to pray with a family. It is a

 

  lovely feeling to know you are helpless and

this is all God’s handiwork!! I keep praying,

asking God about the next step, how to

encourage these families to go on a faith

journey that lasts a life time.  One child who

comes to Superheroes said she likes coming

because it has helped her to pray more than

she used to and because we share our stories.

So we just pray for this to spread through

families, we ask God how we can plant seeds

and feed the soil to allow a great harvest.

Friday Superheroes is a team ministry. I am so

grateful to Jill Ivison for organising and

managing a rota of people to cook, serve, tidy

and help, this makes a massive difference and

really increases the number of St James

‘superheroes’ helping to bless our Friday

Superhero families. Debbie Smith and Pauline

Nurse have helped me plan the activities; Pat

and Jackie Devine are a wonderful support

and encouragement in so many ways. Jackie is

amazing at handing out invites on her school

crossing! A massive thank you to all the

amazing people who have enabled

Superheroes to happen. You have set out

tables, you have washed up, you have loaded

the dishwasher, you have cooked and

chopped, you have chatted and cared, you

have taught craft and games, you have invited

families, you have made biscuits to decorate,

you have prayed and encouraged, you have

given wise advice, you have set the room up,

you have moved chairs you have done tech

stuff!!! You have been amazing and allowed

Superheroes to happen!! You are

Superheroes!!!

But...we need more superheroes!! What is your

superhero special power?
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Mega Mondays

The summer of 2018 saw our first ever Mega Mondays. This was an extension of our

Little Fishes programme. Parents wanted somewhere to bring their children for play

activities in the summer. Each week was themed and there was craft, a treasure hunt, a

photo booth fitting with this theme, along with toys for all ages, outdoor play activities

and a bouncy castle! Bernie and Jean French came along and finished the session with a

Bible story, truth and gospel illusion Each week we finished with lunch. We were amazed

by the popularity of these sessions, when a wave of 150 people arrived the first week we

were pleasantly shocked! All the families were invited to other activities. Mega Mondays

will be returning in the summer, back by popular demand!
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Little Fishes

Such a lot has happened since the last time I wrote the LF report!

On the sad side we have lost our wandering minstrel-Nick- as he's no longer available

to pop out of the office with his guitar at song time.

Also, I have felt it was the right time for me to step down from leading LF due to other

commitments; not the least being the amount of grandchildren I seem to be looking

after! I do however keep my hand in preparing crafts and covering for Helen when

she's away.

Jack and Kath have been amazing helping to set up and clear away, making snacks

and brews. They have boundless energy, open hearts and gently get alongside the

parents and have a good chat. Thank you both.

We've had an increase in new families attending LF as a result of Mega Mondays and

this has also fed into Superheroes and a link with TLG.

The amazing Helen, who does a fabulous job running LF , also put on an Easter Service

which included an Easter egg hunt in the church finding plastic Easter eggs filled with

clues that told the Easter story. Everyone listened well to the service. She also put on a

Dress up Nativity service although the children were too hyper to listen well that time!

The families who attend really love the sofas in the Oasis room and constantly give

their appreciative feedback on the relaxed,comfy and welcoming experience they

have.

Helen would love some more help on a Monday afternoon, specifically needing

someone who can help and lead the toddlers at craft time (the craft is pre-prepared) so

that she can be freed up to circulate and chat with everyone. Also a guitarist would be

amazing! 

Please continue to pray for this thriving group that is such a wonderful outreach

opportunity and to hold up Helen and her team as they make relationships and try to

be Jesus to all who attend.

Della Pickett 
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Helen in St James' School

TLG. (Transforming Lives for Good)

This is a Christian charity that some people from church have trained to be coaches with, so

that now they can go into school to work with certain children to help them achieve their

potential. There are currently four children in school who receive an hour’s mentoring each

week, for different reasons. This mentoring aims to build up self esteem and confidence; to

help talk the children through emotions  that might be hindering them from reaching their

God given potential. The scheme is another link between the church and the school. It is

another way of hopefully blessing families.

 A massive thank you to Jean, Jill and Moira, for giving up your time each week to

encourage and support these children in school. Please chat to any of these people, to me

or Lisa Campbell, if you want to know more. The school is always after more mentors!

  

 Hanging Around with Helen: Just playing in the yard and talking to children. I like to pray

and ask God to show me which children need encouragement; I have children who always

make a bee line over to me to share something, whether good or bad. Sometimes I take a

giant skipping rope, sometimes I just sit on a bench and chat. It’s just good to have the

opportunity to be there for the children if they want to chat.

Assemblies: I love taking assemblies once a week, alternating between KS1 and KS2. It is

amazing to ask God what he wants to say to the children and to take that truth to them. 

Angie Blackburn does a wonderful job as the worship coordinator at school and she puts a

great list of assembly themes together for us to follow. Mark Pickett and Bernie and Jean

French also go into school and take assemblies.

 Year 6 Communion The Year 6 children come up to church once a term to share

communion with the Wednesday morning congregation. This has been a really special

time! A family communion liturgy is used with the children reading some parts. The children

and adults sit next to each other and chat! The peace is always shared, and as the young

and old mingle to share God’s love it is hard for the service leader to get everyone back in

their seats! After the service there are refreshments when there is more mingling and

chatting and friendships forming! Ellen and Judith are brilliant and generous bakers. It is a

very wonderful occasion. In the summer term we reversed venues and the children invited

the Wednesday morning congregation down to the school, where we had a communion

service in the outside worship area. The children, hung up bunting, wrote invites, 
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Helen in St James' School

welcomed their guests at the door and served them tea and cake. It was a very special

occasion. A big thank you goes to the Wednesday morning congregation for welcoming

Year 6 in such an amazing way.

Special Services: At Harvest time, Christmas, Easter and at the end of the school year, the

children all come up to church for special services. We now clear away the chairs and the

school totally fills the church. I always think of it as a family gathering, with the two parts of

the St James family coming together for worship and prayer. It is always wonderful to

welcome parents and grandparents to the church, to serve them refreshments and chat

with them.

Bible Diggers: This is an after school club that Klaine (the children’s worker at CCC) and

myself run together. It has been really special planning and running the sessions together.

We play games, listen to a Bible Story, do craft, pray and have fun. About 26 children come

every week. The club is a great opportunity to encourage the children to connect with God

and discover more of His love for them.

Parents: I am often asked to serve tea and coffee for the parents attending class assemblies

or parents evenings. I love doing this, it’s just a simple thing, but it allows relationships to be

developed a little bit more and its always a great chance to chat with the parent and share

in an amazing assembly by their children.

SATs week  breakfast: During SATs week, myself, Mary Paige and Andrew Stevens went

into school every morning and make breakfast for the children. Toast, croissants, copious

amounts of Nutella, fruit and fruit juice were all served to the Year 6 children and helped

them relax and get their brains well fed before the task of the dreaded SATs. There is always

a chance to pray with them, to show God is always there to listen. The school really felt this

benefitted the children over the last two years and so we will be repeating the event again

this year.
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St James School
Governors
Mark Clayton, Chair of Governors 

Clitheroe St. James has continued to build on its already strong relationships with

our families, our local community and the wider world.  Facebook users will be

aware of the amazing work that goes on in and around the school.  If you are

already linked to our Facebook page then please just search for Clitheroe St. James

Primary School and follow all that is going on there.  All the photos and messages

will help you to pray for our school as well.  We have recently said a sad goodbye to

Mrs Gail Kellington who has taught at our school for many years and we wish her

and her family well.  We also welcome two new Foundation governors in Della

Pickett and Clive Watson so please pray for them and ask them how things are

going in this new role.  Beyond our local boundaries our links with the Kings

Highway School in Eldoret also saw Mrs Pattison and Miss White visiting with

others from our church.

Please continue to pray for all our staff, children, families and governors and follow

what’s happening via our newsletters, website and Facebook page.
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St James Youth
Jo Pellet

Another year, and another opportunity to reflect on how blessed I am to have the role of

youth pastor in our church! I hope you all know by now how privileged I am to have the

permission and opportunity to walk alongside our young people…your children. How

precious each one is and oh wow, how much they have to offer us as a church family!

Thank you so much for your ongoing support and encouragement of me and our young

people. Thank you especially to all our wonderful youth leaders who sacrificially give of

their time and energy each week and are passionate about seeing young people follow

Jesus and supporting them in their faith journey. We also have a fantastic prayer team, who

are committed to praying for and championing the youth and the work we do. It is a family

we’re all a part of and we couldn’t exist without each other.

I have realised that I always thank our youth team for their commitment and service of our

youth work (and quite rightly), but what I’d also like to do is to thank the most important,

influential and key people in our youths lives…parents!!! I am so blessed to have the support

of such an incredible group of loving, generous, considerate, kind, thoughtful, helpful and

understanding parents. YOU are the heroes and I know you are the ones teaching, loving,

raising and sacrificing every day for your children; an often thankless and challenging job.

We see you, we appreciate what you do and thank you for who you are. You are amazing!!!
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GRO (now
Kingdom
Youth)
Our Sunday morning group for Year 6

upwards continues to meet weekly and is a

great place to share and do life together, as

we meet to study God’s word and pray. We

have loved following the main teaching series,

and hope it is helping families to talk about

what they are learning each week, and how

we can apply that practically in our lives

together.

Our youth room has undergone a makeover,

directed and implemented fully by our young

people, who petitioned, designed, shopped

and delivered what we now see from start to

finish. Unfortunately we couldn’t implement

every idea at this stage (which involved an

outdoor slide from the window down to the

entrance and a pully system from the kitchen

with our own chef cooking on demand), but

we are happy with the changes that have

been made. Feel free to come and have a

look…we would love to show you what we’ve

done!

Our monthly youth breakfasts continue, as we

intentionally set aside more time for each

other on a Sunday morning to share food

together and have another opportunity to get

to know one other (including leaders)

 on a deeper level. These times are special

as we are family with one another, sharing

food and fellowship.

At Easter our Year 6’s once again made their

transition from Kingdom Kids to remove one

more big change that comes to them as

they make the transition to secondary

school in September. We had a special time

of commissioning them, where they

received gifts and prophetic words from

Helen, as she graciously released them to

join us upstairs! We remind ourselves

constantly that each child/young person

doesn’t start and stop where the children’s

work/youth work stop and start, but are on a

continuous journey that we have the

privilege to be a part of in different seasons.

For this reason we purposefully work

together and support one another,

especially during any transition our

children/young people make. I would like to

express my thanks and gratitude for Helen

for the great

foundations of faith that she instils in our

children, and the love and care she

demonstrates so beautifully to each child.

My sincere thanks also go to John Filder,

Clive Watson, Kathryn Weston, and

Christian Pountain and Amber Fuller (who

have joined our team this year…woohoo!), as

they make our youth work possible. Each

leader selflessly gives of themselves and

their time as they demonstrate God’s love

and model what it means to be a disciple of

Christ to our young people.
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Year 7-9s
Youth
Group
The vision for this incredible, lively, diverse but

cohesive group of young people, is to create a safe

place for them to explore faith and discover who

God is, who we are in Him, and the difference

Jesus can make in their lives for themselves. We do

this from a place of fun and creating a group

identity where there is value and acceptance for

each other where we’re at, coupled with a desire to

move closer to God and each other.

 

This year we have completed the Youth Alpha

course together with the older youth. We

embraced being all together each week, as a

change from our separate mid week groups (some

enjoyed this more than others!), and got to know

others we wouldn’t ordinarily get to spend time

with, in the context of exploring our faith and the

questions we all have. We enjoyed a meal together

each week, prepared, cooked and served by a

different member, or members, of our church

family every single week! Thank you to all of you

who served and blessed us in this way (and those

who offered, but didn’t end up being needed!),

and for my facilitating team - Danny Tang and Tina

Gough, who served us incredibly with whatever

needs we had each week, thank you!



Off the back of that we have created a slightly different

‘space’ to our Sunday night group, in response to a

discussion with our Sunday night youth team. We

recognise that discovery is a dominant process for this

age group, and so have introduced a consistent space

which looks similar each week for them to come and

participate in however they feel able to. We hope the

consistency brings a sense of safety from which we can

build on and discover God, no matter what our starting

point. My favourite part of the evening is everyone sitting

down together and catching up at the beginning of

each session…often all the games tables and activities

we’ve laid out don’t even get touched as most prefer to

sit together over a bowl of grapes and biscuits and enjoy

each other’s company…which is great!

 

Again, together with some of the older youth, we

enjoyed a Christmas Sleepover at church. Our focus was

Kings Highway Church, and Clive shared some stores

with us while some participated in a fundraising activity

to raise funds for the Seed Opportunity Fund Initiative.

The evening was full of fun, helped in a big way by an

inflatable Gladiator game (thank you Ian Mitchell), a big

bouncy castle, no mobile phones, a delicious meal

(thank you again to the Mitchells for this!), games, secret

santa, a midnight work out (not my idea!), and much

needed bacon butties from Dave Brown in the morning!

Thank you, and thank you especially to Donna Bailey

and Clive Watson who risked a night of little sleep so

close to Christmas! Who’s idea was that…?!!! ;-)

 

Finally, a massive thank you goes to Ali and Lisa

Campbell, Donna Bailey and Amber Fuller, who help to

facilitate this group, and get alongside our young

people to share their faith with them and disciple them

each Sunday night. They each continue to give of

themselves with such fun, love and compassion for our

youth that it is an incredible blessing to work alongside

them. Thank you!
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Growth
Group
This is our midweek group for our older youth

(Years 10-13), who meet in our home each

Wednesday evening as we choose to ‘do life’

together. We have purposefully created a

very relaxed, informal space for young people

to come and ‘be’ family together with our

family. I love and look forward to this

opportunity to spend time with this group of

loving, dedicated, fun, open, honest and

talented young people. We didn’t have as

many young people make the transition from

the Sunday evening group to this one for a

variety of reasons this year, but we continue

to faithfully join meet up and invest in one

another and our faith journeys.

We also completed the Youth Alpha Course

(see above) and enjoyed that space to

explore faith and questions of faith together

as a whole youth group. Before this some of

us also completed the Equipped, Gifted and

Released course, which was a good platform

to explore who we are and what passions

God has given each of us. There were some

surprises and some outcomes that were

expected, but each person felt encouraged

and challenged further in using those gifts for

God. It was such a blessing to have the

opportunity to lead worship for one of those

weeks and Isabelle and Esther did an

incredible job with their voices and a ukulele!

Beautiful!

We continue to enjoy our tradition of

regularly sharing a meal together, which we

call Dinner Church. It is a special time of

being family together in Christ, and it has

evolved to be one of our favourite times

together…yes because of the yummy food

that we take turns in preparing, but also the

sharing in the teaching, prayer and worship

aspects of these evenings. It is a team effort

where everyone has something to offer and

brings that to share with one another. We

also participate in Deeper each month, but

attendance has been lower for these weeks,

which I am seeking to address and respond

to.

The dominant process for this age seems to

be one of testing, and so this is where we

look at putting our money where our mouth

is…what does faith actually look like worked

out in our lives…what difference can I see in

me because of Jesus…along with the big

questions of faith, which is why we have

been focussing on apologetics…giving a

reason for the faith we have. This is an

ongoing theme for us as we explore genuine

life, honesty and faith together. What a

privilege!!!

Thank you to Amber Fuller who has

supported the group this year, and to Olie as

he supports me in my role with the youth,

opens our home each week, and also invests

in our young people.
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Youth Weekend Away
 

We were forced to postpone our weekend away in March due to snow!!!! But got to try again in

October, which worked well as it became a part of our Youth Alpha weekend away, and a great

opportunity to focus on the Holy Spirit, who He is, what He does, how we can be filled by Him, and

how we can live life to the full by His Spirit.

As ever it was such a special time away together, as 24 of us purposefully took time out to be with

God and each other. Highlights were food (including an incredible Sunday dinner!), small

discussion groups, opportunities to wait on and be led by the Holy Spirit and listening to him, in our

groups and also in our own devotional times (which although some found a challenge, others were

pleasantly surprised by), starting Christmas karaoke fun (controversially early!), seeing fears faced

and overcome on the Jacob’s ladder and Leap of Faith, recognising the competitive groups

against those who couldn’t seem to care less, the Reuben chair, Freddo the frog (or not!!!), the

delicious creations for our bake-off challenge, and seeing young people enjoy themselves and

make new friends! Thank you to the Mitchells and Campbells for your amazing sacrifice in serving

on this weekend, through cooking, ‘sleeping’ over, teaching, facilitating, getting stuck in and loving

our young people. You’re amazing and this couldn’t have happened, and wouldn’t have been half

as fun without you!
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Youth
Worship
Nights
We have begun to introduce these times twice

a term, as a place for all ages of young people

(School Years 7-13) to have a safe space to

explore their gifts and to worship together in

different ways. The vision is that these nights

are for young people, by young people…that

they would facilitate every aspect, with

supervision and support where needed, to ‘do

church’ together. We are adamant that we

don’t want to copy what we already think to be

‘church’, but to explore together different ways

to express our praise to God, our journeys of

faith and our love for one another, eg through

poetry, dance, baking, as well as preaching,

leading worship and through IT and tech. This,

I hope, will be an obvious platform for young

people of all ages to give something new a go,

to challenge themselves and work through

their fears, or whatever might hold them back.

With that in mind we are careful to nurture a

culture where it’s ok and have a go and make

mistakes…in fact it’s encouraged…! As we all

know (however much we may choose to avoid

it at all costs) that this is often where we can

grow significantly…learning through the tough

bits!

Mentoring
and
Discipleship
This is a work in progress, and at the moment

we are working more as a response to needs as

they arise, but a team of people willing to get

alongside young people is starting to form. My

vision is for the pairings or small groups to be

equal in learning from each other, recognising

in each of us a need to grow, learn and

develop in our faith. We have collated some

great and diverse resources to help us in this

venture. Some may be more of a supportive

role, specifically responding to the needs,

passions or life issues in a young person, and

others may be more generally discipleship

focussed, and a place to dive deeper into

God’s word and unpack with wisdom how to

apply it to our lives today. Please pray for vision

and focus for me in directing what this area

looks like, and working out how we can

nurture and support our young people even

more in their faith journeys.
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Soul Survivor

Once again 14 of us embarked on another annual trip to Soul Survivor, the

penultimate year as Soul Survivor holds their last summer of festivals in 2020! We

enjoyed sunshine, water fights, amazing food as ever (cooked and looked after

brilliantly by Clare Woodward from CCC), praise, worship and teaching with

thousands of other young people, specific teaching in seminars, resources and

ideas from the marketplace, time to just chill out in our campsite, evening gigs and

entertainment, a campfire, a cinema and many games of ninja! Ooh, and this year

they all discovered ‘Song of Songs’ and so we had long times of Bible reading all

together as they discovered a new love for God’s word!

A huge thank you goes to Olie Pellet, Anna Lancaster and Claire Woodward (CCC)

for their incredible support and hard work both before and during this trip.
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Ministry
Serving the church, the community and each other

Ministry is what takes up the majority of our time, our budget and our resources. At

St James', we have a wide range of ministries, including:

CAP

Pastoral Visiting

Sozo

Foodbank
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CAP
Graham Haldane

Our third CAP Debt Centre Manager, Graham

Haldane, started in May 2019.  CAP

(Christians Against Poverty) gives us an

amazing opportunity to reach out with God’s

love into our community, providing practical

help with debt and finances, as well as

broader holistic and spiritual support.

There were 10 new clients between May and

December, with a further 6 between January

and April 2019 (when this report was

submitted).  While there is always capacity to

support more clients, this is a significant

increase on 2017.  Graham has been well

supported in the role by a team of

Befrienders and other volunteers.  In order to

share the load, however, more Befrienders

would be welcome, available during the day

or on a weekday evening.

A new venture to expand the role of the CAP

service locally is to relaunch the CAP Money

Course in 2019.  Previously run by Clitheroe

Community Church, Graham will now be

heading a team that will be aiming to run

versions of the course in churches, youth

groups, schools and community groups, as

well as with CAP debt clients.  The course

will be both a bridge between our churches,

local Christians and the community, and a

preventative measure to help people avoid

debt and make better use of their finances.  

We already have a pilot course under 

discussion, which will use the course to help

residents of the Ribble Valley’s emergency

temporary accommodation and housing for

16-21 year-olds.  Graham would really

welcome interest from further volunteers

willing to train as Money Course coaches,

and ideally available during the day.

Through our unique role with CAP, we are

able to say with Jesus and to our

community, there is ‘Always Hope’.

Pastoral
Visiting
Ruth Haldane

The pastoral visiting team consists of

Barbara Taylor, Peter Williams, Mary

Haworth, Betty Pinch, Betty Pollard and Ruth

Haldane. We meet every two months to

ensure all those who are unable to come to

church on Sundays or Wednesdays, and

those who are in need of extra help, are

receiving the appropriate pastoral care from

St James. This includes home communions,

visiting people at home, looking out for

those who are not around or unwell, and

overall ensuring people know that they are

loved, respected and cared for. Thanks goes

to everyone who regularly visits our senior

members, those who phone regularly and

those who help physically with lifts and

other helps. And thanks particularly to the

dedicated pastoral visiting team.

If you know of anyone who is in need of

help, or a visit, please speak to Barbara

Taylor (pastoral visiting co-ordinator) or

anyone else in the pastoral team..
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Sozo
Janet White

In 2018, we held a total of 30 sessions with

people from within our fellowship and others

from the wider region. This brings us to a total

of over 130 since we began the Sozo Ministry

here.

Some have given feedback as to the difference

a Sozo session has made to them, either

directly, or as part of wider discipleship and

therefore transformation in their lives. Specific

testimonies include “lifting of a great burden”;

“improved relationships with my family”; “A

deeper healing from events I thought I’d dealt

with, but I now realise were still influencing my

thinking, and also my relationship with God.”

“Having this Sozo appointment was the

beginning of a process which has continued,

where God is highlighting and enabling me to

change the way I think (Rom 12v2), particularly

around the area of my Identity as a child of

God” “I would highly recommend a Sozo to

anyone who wants to grow closer to God.

During the Sozo I was able to get to the real

root of an issue and release it as I expected.

What I didn’t expect was to encounter Father

God in a way I’ve never before and that has

been a real blessing.”

Sozo clients have come for a variety of

reasons:- to have specific issues or symptoms

dealt with; to address a sense of “staleness” in

their relationship with God or simply wanting

to go to a deeper place with God; some are just 

starting out on their journey with God and have

come on the recommendation of a close friend

or mentor.

All have met with our Loving Father God, Jesus

and Holy Spirit in a unique way which is very

personal to them.

This year we have also been helping to

encourage and equip other Sozo teams in the

region. We have ministered to their team

members, and they have observed Vicky and I

lead sessions, as well as aiding us during a

“flurry” of requests for sessions during the

summer.
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Ribble Valley Foodbank
The Ribble Valley Foodbank was initiated by local Christians in 2013, and has a centre in

Clitheroe, a centre in Longridge, a warehouse in Clitheroe, and 75 volunteers involved in the

project. Many of the volunteers have been with the Foodbank since the very beginning and,

together with newer recruits, they form a stable, thriving community, united in their dedication to

serving those in crisis in the local area. In 2018 we fed over 1000 local people in need, and we

continue to look for new agencies with which to partner, and new ways in which to help our

clients.

We don’t think anyone in our community should have to face going hungry, which is why we

provide three days’ nutritionally balanced emergency food and support to local people who are

referred to us in crisis. 

Our big challenge for 2019 will be our temporary relocation from Trinity Methodist Church to the

United Reformed Church (whilst the hall at Trinity is refurbished). We are blessed to have the

support and generosity of the ministers and congregations of both churches.

. We are hugely grateful for the support and generosity of local people, and that of our partners

such as St James’ Church, whose annual donation is very helpful to us and greatly appreciated.

Cookery Club
The Cookery Club has been running now for 3 years and it has developed in ways that respond

to the needs of our client group. We are self funding which means we are totally reliant on grants

and donations.

We always start with prayer when everyone, clients and volunteers, has arrived.We provide food

to cook which is taken home by our clients along with any recipe cards used. We also provide

lunch. This is an important social time where our clients can have the opportunity to engage with

others and gain in confidence.

The clients are referred to us by various people and organisations such as social workers, the job

centre, housing associations, the Foodbank .. in fact anyone can refer. A number of our clients

come with their key workers.

Each client can stay for as long as is needed; generally at least 12 weeks. They are still welcome

when they no longer cook. Ex - clients help to put out tables and chairs, clear away, wash up and

prepare lunch. Our policy is to welcome and never turn away. Clients tend to leave when they

are ready and will occasionally drop in to see how we are and update us on themselves.

We have a small team of volunteers and are always on the look out for new people.
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Prayer
Julie Young

During 2018, once again I was privileged to lead three prayer sessions – the Prophetic Intercessors

Group which meets in church on Monday evenings, a group on Tuesday mornings at 8am and the

monthly session which meets on the first Saturday from 10 till 12.

James wrote in his epistle that: “The prayers of a righteous man are powerful and effective”.

The enemy loves to remind us that we are not righteous – but this is a lie! Paul tells us ”we are the

righteousness of God, in Christ.” The amazing truth is that Jesus has cleansed us from all our sin and

because we are now hidden with Him and seated in the heavenly realm with Him, OUR prayers are

effective!

We continue to focus on the fellowship and work of St.James’, but often the Lord leads us to pray for

wider situations in our nation and our world. We have been greatly encouraged again this year to

see specific answers to our prayers, but also conscious of the increasing desperation of the enemy

as he seeks to steal, kill and destroy the faith of God’s children. We have asked the Lord to teach us

how to pray against the schemes and wiles of the enemy – and one of the keys He has given us is

worship. We start each session with a short time of praise and this really helps to lift our spirits and

focus on the greatness and the goodness of our God!

Prayer is such a great adventure with God – and it is thrilling to see the fellowship here at St. James’

taking prayer seriously and providing many different opportunities for us to pray together.
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Worship
Jonathan Berry

I took on co-ordination of the worship team at the request of Mark Pickett and Mark Dyer on the 31st

October 2018. Much of my time so far has been spent meeting with people for coffee or beer and

building strong relationships both within the team and across the church.  Out of this we have

established regular meetings for the worship leaders to connect, learn from each other, encourage one

another, and build strategy for worship at St James. We have agreed a repertoire of songs that we will be

singing from, and hope to add new songs to the repertoire about once every six weeks. We want to

ensure that no new song is used once and then just dropped. Perhaps more importantly, we have

started laying out what we expect of worship team members in writing. This gives everyone a clear

reference point from which we can evaluate involvement in the team constructively. I am very keen to

grow the team, so as to relief the pressure on individuals who are serving several times a month at

present. Losing David Heyes (we are indebted to his service) has put particular pressure on the worship

leaders. With the expectations of team membership clearly laid out, I have been able to make a call to

the church for new volunteers. People have responded to this call and I am delighted to have seen the

team grow over the past few months. My hope for the future is that the team will begin a programme of

training.  This might begin with the Worship Central course, from Alpha International, but continue with

masterclasses in certain skills, hearing from external worship leaders, sharing in bible study together and

maybe the occasional social as well. I am really excited about where God is taking us, and would like to

explicitly thank Mark Dyer and Mark Pickett for their support, along with the rest of the music team for

their enthusiasm and commitment to worship at St James. 
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Deeper
Over the past 9 months, the focus of Deeper has been about the many ways that God speaks

to us today. We have used several different means of exploring this including prayer,

meditating on the bible, contemplation, worship and prophecy, in an informal and less

structured format. We want to facilitate a place of worship and prayer where we fix our eyes

on Jesus, spend time in the presence of God and discover more of our identity in Him. It has

been exciting to see many new Christians start to come regularly, with hunger and

expectancy for more of God. Deeper has also become a safe environment for younger people

to develop in worship, teaching and leadership gifts. This is an area we would like to

continue to expand on over the next year. From September, we want to focus on the

foundational beliefs of our faith, and our identity in God.

Rebecca Thornber

Audio Visual
When I first started helping with the AV side of things many years ago following the

refurbishment at church it was a matter of creating a power point of songs and liturgy slides

each week to show on the screen.  How times move on – and at what pace!   This year has seen

us make use of the investment in cameras, hardware and software to not only produce

important visuals for church building attendees but now to be able to reach out to all beyond

our physical walls.  We have been live streaming and recording the bible readings and sermons

for some time now but then three weeks ago commenced live streaming of the whole service. 

This means that so many people who can’t be with us physically on a Sunday morning can now

join in our worship.  It is important to realise that this is not just to allow a few people to access

our services – there may be elderly people, people who are poorly or housebound, people who

can’t attend due to work or family commitments, people who have moved away from St. James

to study or work, people who might struggle to attend a church especially a busy one like our

and many others who will benefit from our streaming.  It can be hard to maintain links with your

church when you have family, work, health and other commitments and issues.  The hope is

that streaming on YouTube allows everyone the opportunity to worship with us.  The aim is for

those who are watching online to feel as much a part of the service and worship as those in the

building do.  There are no doubt many challenges including technical ones in getting this right

but we will try our best.  My thanks to all the volunteers who help on the AV rotas and to the

PCC for supporting this area.

Mark Clayton
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Small Groups
Ali Groves: Small Group Co-ordinator

This has been a year of development. Last year I wrote as House-group Co-

ordinator, this year I am a Small-group Co-ordinator.

The reason for this change of title is that Home-group or House-group doesn’t

really fit anymore. As a church, our midweek small groups are becoming more and

more diverse. We have evening groups, daytime groups, single sex groups,

discipleship groups, groups that meet around a meal, groups that focus on Bible

study, others that follow topical courses or the Sunday sermon, groups who meet in

homes, groups who meet at church and so it goes on. Also, the locational spread is

changing with groups in Great Harwood, Langho, and farther afield.

What a privilege it is to head up this incredible, diverse organism and the common

thread is the deep connection and caring relationship that each group has at its

heart. This loving, relational ethos is created by our wonderful small group leaders,

who model this as they nurture and guide their groups.

We have around 150 people in our groups; several of whom are being resourced

for their lives in churches other than St James through membership of our small

groups.

During this year our leaders have met together as usual but have chosen to focus

on leadership training to develop their skills. We have used a book resource and

shared skills as we focused on small group dynamics and development.

There are one or two groups that are at full capacity and are beginning to look at

the possibility of ‘podding’. That is to say, a small number of the large group, with 2

leaders will create a new group core around which new members may gather. This

is hard to do when leaving the old group is such a wrench.

And finally, thanks to Jill Ivison’s hard work,we are developing deeper links with

the King’s Highway Church in Kenya as small groups are paired and begin

communicating and praying for each other.
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Young at
Heart
Mary Howarth

What a wonderful year we have had, lots of exciting things happening. We meet regularly –

on the first Thursday every month – from February to December, at 1.30pm to 3.30pm, in

the Garden Room. We have a varied programme, and lots of fun and fellowship together,

going deeper with God and sharing testimony as to what God is doing in our lives. The past

year, we have had various speakers, including Frank Lofthouse, Ann Derbyshire, Julia Dyer,

James and Martha, as well as “My Favourite Things” – always popular! – and afternoon teas,

quizzes and games – just to name a few.  To end the year, we had our Christmas Lunch at

the Ribchester Arms, which was attended by approximately 26-28 people and was enjoyed

by all – including our very own Male Voice Choir – namely, the Henpecked Husbands!

Moving forward, it was unanimously agreed at our Planning Meeting in February this year

(2019) to introduce another Thursday each month. So on the 3rd Thursday every month,

we will come together as the family of God, to relax and enjoy each other’s company. Come

and go as you please, bring your friend, do your crafts, play games, listen to music… the

choice is yours! From 1.30pm-3.30pm, refreshments will be available and all are welcome to

taste and see that God is good.

Finally, a very big thank you to everyone for your help and support. We are a team, working

together, to love and serve God and use the gifts he has given us.

To God be glory, honour and praise.
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Sports
Ministry
Tim Lynas

 In early 2018, four members of our

congregation met in a local Starbucks to

discuss what we are already doing and what

we might be able to do in the future. As a

result of this, we organised two Sports Quiz

evenings which used Christians In Sport

resources. This provided an opportunity for

a fun social evening with a gospel message.

The combined attendance of the two events

was around 70 people. Each summer, in

June, we organise our Love Clitheroe event

which includes a barbecue for the entire

town in the castle grounds. We put on a

variety of activities, this year including

football and a tug of war. 

Our most successful event in terms of

outreach involved screening three World

Cup England matches on the big screen

at the Grand Clitheroe (Christian theatre

and arts Centre). These events were very

well attended and included a Christians in

Sport video at half-time. We also

organised a competition to recreate a

World Cup goal gave away prizes to

young people who took part in the

competition. These events were attended

by around 250 people. They also

attracted good coverage in the local

press. In late Summer 2018, we took part

in the “Vicars versus Immans” (Lancashire

versus Yorkshire) cricket match. This was

a really good opportunity to get to know

both the clergy of the local churches and

also the faith leaders from across the

North of England. Finally, in January 2019,

a 14 of our congregation completed a 5K

sponsored fun run together in order to

raise funds for our twinned church and

school in Kenya. From very humble

beginnings – four interested members of

the congregation – the sports ministry is

now a flourishing ministry in St James. In

2019 we hope for more opportunities to

get to know our local community through

sport.



Clitheroe Christians
in Partnership

It is a great privilege for Christians across our town and valley to serve our community

together as partners in Christ.  2018 was a busy year with new expressions of ecumenical

worship and outreach while maintaining established activities.

The Lent Talks explored the theme of “Health and Healing” including an interview with

Danny Tang, a Christian Orthopaedic Consultant and with Rita Heyes who testified to her

healing from cancer.

Despite recurring rain, the Love Clitheroe Community Barbeque was enjoyed by several

hundred adults and children on 16 June.  Two of the highlights were a vigorous tug of

war and a “Christian adventure bus” for children to explore.  We are grateful to Dave

Thornber, Ian Mitchell and Chris Meyer and their team for their hard work, as ever.

In complete contrast was the “Pause for Hope” service, for anyone affected by cancer, at

St. Michael and St. John’s on 15 October.  When planning began we did not appreciate

how personally relevant this beautiful service would become for two members of our

team.

Partners from local churches joined the “Love Clitheroe” team to launch a lively new

open air event, “Carols at the Castle” on Saturday 1 December with contemporary

Christmas music and a gospel message.  552 hot chocolates and several hundred

Gideon’s testaments were distributed to the huge crowd.

Local Christians also worshipped together in traditional style with hymns, bible readings

and anthems during the Advent Carol Service at St. Mary’s and the “Joy to the World”

Christmas concert filled Trinity Methodist Church with the resounding message of

Christ’s birth thanks to the Ribble Valley Choir and Orchestra.  The appreciative audience

donated over £1,000 to Christian Aid post Tsunami relief work in South East Asia.
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Ribble Valley
Gateway Trust

The Trust was established by the Clitheroe churches in 2016 as a charity founded on

Christian values to run the Ribble Valley Foodbank and other partnership projects (e.g.

the Clitheroe Cookery Club).  The Trust is chaired by Nigel Rix and Trustees are

nominated by each Clitheroe church.

In 2018 the Trust considered the feasibility of two new projects, Gateway Trust

Counselling and Ribble Valley Art4All.  This involved the evaluation of business planning

proposals over a six month period.  Both projects were approved by the Trustees and

were launched in autumn 2018 as new RVGT charitable projects.

Gateway Trust Counselling provides counselling services to local people and is

managed by Ali Groves.  It is described more fully above.  Ribble Valley Art4All is

managed by Frankie Freeman Ruddock, a retired Art teacher who is a member of the

Clitheroe United Reformed Church.  Frankie provides varied art sessions at Clitheroe

Castle to adults with learning disabilities.  An exhibition will be held at the Castle on 9

July.

In August 2018 we bade farewell and thank you very much to Ruth Haldane, our

founding Foodbank Manager.  The Trust received a positive response to our recruitment

campaign and was delighted to appoint Jane Chitnis of St. Michael and St. John’s as the

new Foodbank Manager to develop the service initiated so capably by Ruth.

We are very grateful for the generosity of donors near and far.  The annual donations of

food and finance to the Foodbank continue to be sufficient for the needs of our

beneficiaries as are funds for the Cookery Club.  We have been blessed with two

substantial grants to launch Gateway Trust Counselling and Ribble Valley Art4All has

secured funding for the first two years. 

The Chair and Trustees aim to support and encourage each of our excellent project

managers.  We are also very grateful for the commitment of more than 100 regular

volunteers without whom the Ribble Valley Gateway Trust could not deliver these vital

services.
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The Mission Tithe
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Gideons
International

During the last year the Gideons have distributed over 2,450 Bibles and New

Testaments in our local area. 

950 were personally given to the Year 7 students at the following schools:

Clitheroe Royal Grammar, Bowland High, Ribblesdale, Oakhill, Stonyhurst

College and St. Augustine’s. 

300 were given to people who attended ‘Carols at the Band Stand’, and 200

were given to farmers and friends who attended the Carol Service held in the

Gisburn Auction Market. 

During our annual ‘top up’ at the Royal Blackburn Hospital and at Clitheroe

Hospital, we placed a total of 200 Hospital New Testaments in the bedside

lockers and gave 80 Medical Testaments to Doctors and Nurses. 

120 Ambulance service personnel received Testaments. 

150 were given to the Salvation Army and over 180 were given to people at St.

James Church and various other local Churches. 

The Food Bank and C.A.P. received 80. 

40 New Testaments were taken to Eldoret. 

We had conversations with many members of the general public and handed

out about 150 New Testaments. 

 

We are very grateful for all the prayer and financial support that we receive

from the St. James Church family. The church’s mission tithe and personal

gifts help greatly to enable us to spread God’s word in our local area. 

 

Please pray that many of the people who received these Bibles will come to

know the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. We are encouraged by God’s word that

says – “My Word that goes out from my mouth, it will not return to me empty,

but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it”.

Isaiah 55: 11. 

Alan Egar
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Healing Rooms
Since leaving the library, the Clitheroe team has met each week in the Garden Room at St. James’

Church. There is always a time of prayer together and we can arrange to see people by

appointment if they want to come, but we have developed the practice of sending anointed prayer

cloths out to people, by request. The team anoints a handkerchief with oil and we all pray over the

cloth for the person needing healing. This is in accordance with Acts  19: 11-12 – the same Holy

Spirit is in us, as He was in Paul!

We have also held a quarterly “In His Presence” meeting – a time of praise and worship, a short

message and an opportunity for people to receive prayer or come before the Lord in other ways.

Although numbers have never risen above 25, these meetings are very much appreciated and are

attended by folk from a range of churches across East Lancashire. There has been at least one

new person at every meeting, and good feedback about the Lord touching people with His grace.

We ran another training course in 2018 and this was attended by several people from St. James’

who were interested in finding out more about the biblical basis for healing, and how we can

minister to people today. Once again, we were joined by people from across the area, not just

Clitheroe, including a couple who had travelled from the south of England because they felt the

Lord was calling them to establish Healing Rooms in their area! There were two other speaking

engagements in 2018 -one during the Lent talks and one at a Baptist church in Burnley.

These three areas of ministry – prayer cloths, training/speaking and “In His Presence” – have

brought blessing to people in different ways, and we have also ministered healing to people at the

Love Clitheroe BBQ.

In the meantime, the Burnley team continue to meet at the Costa Coffee in the large Tesco in

Burnley twice a month praying for people who visit their table in the café! They too hold regular

team meetings for fellowship and ongoing training.

We have been invited to minister from the new Salvation Army building once it is opened, and

there may also be opportunities to pray using the Costa/marketplace model in the new Shop of

Hope once that too is established. Hopefully, both these buildings will be available later in 2019.

We are extremely grateful for the incredible support that St. James’ Church has provided over the

years, and continues to provide. This has meant that we currently have a healthy bank balance,

and the team have requested that the Mission Tithe contribution that we have received regularly

in the past be given elsewhere for the time being.

We would love the opportunity to put on a training course for the young people or any older

children who may be interested in learning more about the healing ministry – there are some

powerful testimonies from around the world of miraculous healings through children’s prayers!

Julie Young
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The Magdalen
Project

The Magdalen Project is now in its 20th year, and its founder, Irene Alderson

has stepped down as Project Director.  This position is now in the capable

hands of Pauline Ellison who has many years counselling experience within

the project. 

The number of referrals (mainly from Mental Health teams) to the service

continue to increase dramatically.  Waiting times can be up to four months

and Magdalene is very uncomfortable with this understanding the traumas

people are battling with.

In May 2018 additional premises were purchased in Nelson, thanks to the

generosity of donors, but its doors will only just be open in May 2019 as

alterations making it fit for purpose have taken longer than anticipated.  This is

named Irene Alderson House in honour of the project’s founder and will be

invaluable in helping to serve clients in the Burnley and Pendle area.

The NHS has cut back funding for the Project and so there is a high

dependency on local charities and churches to be generous in supporting this

vital work.

Prayer is the backbone of the Project but its work is with people of all faiths or

none.  Its passion is to see broken and shattered lives healed and restored,

achieving purpose, meaning, dignity and identity as well as new hope for the

future.  Their dependence is on God who sustains and develops all the

counsellors as they journey with each person.

Jean Evans
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The Turi Micah
Project

We now have power in the kitchen and serving room. The ladies who cook the

porridge arrive very early in the dark and are reliant on the sun for their solar

powered lights. Having electricity now allows the cooking to happen in a safe

environment, where the ladies have open fires.

The kitchen and serving room now have window panes. In the dry season a lot

of dust blows into the rooms and settles on the surfaces and in the porridge. In

the wet season the rain comes in through the open windows. These glass

window panes provide a healthier environment for the food.

The Kenyan government has put a ban on sawmills. Deforestation is rife and

we are not happy to contribute towards it. I proposed having a forest

plantation of our own where we could plant seedlings for future firewood, or

have a designated supplier who provides us with wood every term.

 The washing up is currently done in large plastic buckets/ basins inside the

serving room. A lot of water is spilt on the floor, which cannot be mopped up in

time for the second serving session. We would like to install sinks for this

purpose, thereby making the washing up process a lot easier.

Since our sponsorship has grown we are now in the fortunate position to

extend our givings. We are looking to install cookers at Greenpark primary

school, and provide porridge to 300 children who attend the school. We

would need ongoing support from donors to sustain this.

 We are in the process of buying a cow, which will provide us with a daily

supply of 18 litres. Watch this space!

Claire Boulle
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Kings Highway,
Eldoret
Sarah Sleightholme

This year saw St James’ 3rd team visit to Eldoret, Kenya.  The twinning relationship

continues to be a success with the main focus being on relationship and the

sharing of ideas between the two churches and between the two schools. Some of

our House Groups in Clitheroe are now twinned with specific Small Groups in

Eldoret. The schools are holding regular video link-ups to give more teachers and

pupils a chance to be involved. During their time in Kenya, teachers shared

resources supplied by St James’ School with KHS.  The Seed Opportunity Fund is

growing and this micro-finance system is enabling small businesses to launch

where otherwise it might not be possible.  A new ‘Twinning Agreement’ covering

the next 3 years has been drawn up and was signed in February.  In late June/early

July 5 Kenyans will be visiting us in Clitheroe, pending visa approval.
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Finances: 2018

Many thanks to the finance team for managing the budget in 2018: Paul Cowan, who
stepped down after 17 years as treasurer, Mark Dyer, Colin White, Vic Groves and Naomi

Lynas.




